Happy New Year!!!
The decorations are packed away and, I don't know about the rest of you, but I am so
ready to put the holidays and 2016 behind me. Although Christmas was lovely (only one
minor embarrassing moment and no kitchen disasters) and the Cubs did win the World
Series so I'm good with that.
Before I talk about anything else, I'm going to start the new year with an apology. By the
way, this story falls under the category of THINGS AUTHORS HAVE TO DO THAT
HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH WRITING. Last month, I told you could could read the
1st chapter of Same Time Next Christmas on my website.
http://tinyurl.com/jk6vrum
Now, I tend to live by two sayings.
1. How hard could it be?
2. What could possibly go wrong?
These are the mottos of my life. I do not recommend them.
Because I am apparently some sort of over confident, unrealistic optimist, I attempted
to redesign my website on my own. Why no, I have no website design experience. So, the
answer to How hard could it be? is it's really, really, really hard. And the answer to
What could possibly go wrong? is just about everything. I totally screwed it up.
Some things vanished and are lost forever. Others appeared and wouldn't go away. It
was super frustrating. And I might have gotten just the tiniest bit cranky. All I managed
to figure out was how to put an under construction announcement up. And yes I was
quite proud of that miniscule accomplishment. But that's why those of you who tried to
check out Chapter One couldn't get to it. This is really one of
those projects that should be labeled: Don't try this at home.
Or at least I shouldn't have tried it at home. Now everything
is back in place (hopefully) and I have turned this over to
professionals. I should have a new, very cool website
sometime next month.

I am hard at work on my second Lady Travelers book—The Lady Travelers Guide to
Larceny with a Dashing Stranger.
In the meantime, The Lady Travelers Guide to Scoundrels and Other
Gentlemen (on sale May 30th) is now available for pre-order!!! Here's the blurb:
Really, it's too much to expect any normal man to behave like a staid accountant in
order to inherit the fortune he deserves to support the lifestyle of an earl. So when
Derek Saunders' favorite elderly aunt and her ill-conceived--and possibly
fraudulent--Lady Travelers Society loses one of their members, what's a man to do but
step up to the challenge? Now, he's escorting the world’s most maddening woman to
the world’s most romantic city to find her missing relative.
While India Prendergast only suspects his organization defrauds gullible travelers,
she’s certain a man with as scandalous a reputation as Derek Saunders cannot be
trusted any further than the distance around his very broad shoulders. As she
struggles not to be distracted by his wicked smile and the allure of Paris, instead of
finding a lost lady traveler, India just may lose her head, her luggage and her heart.
The prequel novella takes place thirty years before Scoundrels. The Proper Way to
Stop a Wedding (in Seven Days or Less) is also available for pre-order (on sale
April 1st.) FYI—the novella is included as a bonus with Scoundrels.
With luck, I'll have excerpts of both books on my website just for newsletter subscribers
for the first week. That did kind of sound like a resolution, didn't it?
I've never really made resolutions. But I do make something more like a far distant,
unobtainable goal. Every year I do promise to be more organized. The fact that I make
this same vow every year clearly indicates I don't pull it off. Maybe this year . . .
Do any of you make resolutions? And if so—how do you do?
Oh, and if you want to join in a little reader fun, five good friends and best-selling
authors—Susan Andersen, Suzanne Enoch, Karen Hawkins, Stephanie Laurens, and
Linda Needham and I have started a special romance readers group on Facebook. Space
is limited so if you want to sign up do it now.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NovelEncounters/
Hope to see you there! Take care!
Best,

Victoria

